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Multi-core Architecture Supported
Micro-kernel Operating System Design

ZHANG Yin-fei, YING Ren-dong, ZHOU Ling-ling
(School of Electronic, Information and Electrical Engineering, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240)

[Abstract] Based on the trend that multi-core architecture is more and more widely used in embedded-system field, this paper designs a
micro-kernel operating system which supports multi-core architecture. It describes memory management, thread schedule, lock & interrupt,
inter-thread communication as well as application design. The design fully utilizes the features of multi-core architecture and micro-kernel operating

system. This paper not only provides the design for the L4 micro-kernel research project cooperated with Intel Co., but also benefits other developers

as a reference design for the micro-kernel operating system.

[ Key words] micro-kernel; multi-core architecture; operating system; embedded system

1 Big

MG BN ARM CGE LR, ZHRLHEBELENAR
Wi 1% R, I EIF SRR RIS A TR B S,
BUBEBRMERS . E5EHA N LA Windows il Linux
BAERGRATUETREBHAMRAR RS L, B
s E . BT MAGRMNERERG R E/EL . Zat
Aoy ek Oy i A kRl JERE A NSRS SRR
VE &S5 REARAE R oh RAR BB S B A Y R R 3R 3 St ik e S5 A
MR R A ShAE, 104 oAt T R HR DA P A R 45 BT Y O
RLIIRER G . AEMNERIER S F, M Jochen Liedtke
TR L4 MABRERZCEE N TH 2 RIAZH—A
Wi, AN TRIEHAE) ZMH. YegsarbE
BRI T L4 FE S A B Bt O =Y, M TS
BEA AR I o A SCIE SR T A B0, 32 —Fb
W%, BT L4 B ZM— AW Fiasco 7B SR
W, 2 LB TS M L.

HGRIRE, NTFEHM B (core), AIfHFIALBESS
“Wn” BFH B EZARIE, T MAEERERSGR %7
(kernel), ASCMER “W” XAFRIE.

2 SALE BRI S B e

WHISCATR, BEARVHEINEETR T X RS0
BUME L4 JRERGHEH, BT ESREMRS L
WH B — AR s, WEZ LM L4 BEREMBGHE &
EE (N 8

WE 1R, SHEAN 2 MEIE—Sak, thin—
RZAF AmELRE. BT 2 MRS R, BH

Z I B B , X AR AV R A A IR 5 BB 47 AE — M Y
R R B, XS HSRMTEGESE2 AR Z
il f 38 B R DL R A 2, T B8 123 HY Ik A3 3 8 B o o i) B
AR 3 B %t e

& @D

| LI Cache | L1 Cache | L1 Cache | L1 Cache
| L2 Cache | L2 Cache
Bus Interface &
12 Cache
| Memory | Memory |
()AL B S (OEZ:2 34

B 1 SLBERRENSERNE LR

H—Ji, ZABESREBAR KA, ERR 24
AEBRES AN SE R B, Y 2 AP I ) 9 A A
ok B I AR 2T LG, XA T 2 A0 B A AE T TR
WA R L SRR KRB S . HEBRMTE 2 M
2 1) A A P DR 7R R 2 A DL T #RE TR kD Bl T L

HEEWH : SRR REGERAEEHETE “WEEM LME
PEABTE”

FEERA: IKETE(1984—), B, BILAFSA, EWA: MARR
i ML, PP R, RIER

KR BB 2009-06-30

E-mail: zhangyinfei@gmail.com

—249—



i 5 0 T 3 G B 75 TP TR A2 B P A B 8 2% i DA i S5 S 2R
PB4 T — 2

LBk, AR XH SRR L4 4E R G,
KBNS IPC HRRE, FA RS AFHEER L2
Cache £7 111 85K 9 L 4 18 i) £ % 1) TPC o {H % JE 3 36 S 1l o
B, FEBEVE I 2 b 0 5 S 1 i 9 A7

3 ARGt
31 Bk

NF S ERBRERGER, BASBENBTTFRE
TEHE— M (— AR A Bootstrap Core) EiBfTHAER S, R)F
RABRERGEHFTANE . HXMFREBERBBURA
W L4 RE5, HFHARZEHER, HARIEMHABEERS
MWK EFA L4 RGN EMRTRE RS, AR
F 55—k 3%, SR E 2 Bim AT — AL 2% O (core)
EiBfT—A L4 BAER LM P (kernel)o B A% Z R BAH
ar, XE—ERRBHH. iz LBT0RERTEmnNE
AELFR)T sigmal, PEUREBIER roottask, DL H AR )T T
RBITESMMOLK N L, B 28R IPCKEE. A
Fhz A B A

App-thread 0 Srh}? It App-thread 1 Application
I::I C I::I L
A A e

Multi-core aware application

4

A Y
Service

Layer

Sigma0  |[-— —  Sigma0

Cross-core
structure

I:Kjizjl o
Layer

A A

Micro-kernel

L2 Cache
Hardware
Core A Core B Layer

Multi-core architecture

B2 BB i AR

T B HORERY R B T R R A DU T AR B TR
A LA RAES, BB &R TR RS T ik A ik &
TR AT GERE, AU AT DA — RIS AT A 1O B PR AR
J, Wi — AR RE G BT 2 M EEIBT THRIER
Gt, BUEBRAE RSB, T DLBON P o 3 2 1
B Lo Behh, L4 R—EBIKRIERSE, KB RE —
AR e 2 T LI B R RR W g — R BRI
ARSI BRRST, IR B R A A R I, TS KR
B E MR R G NIBITAE LB, T 5 — A8 1T7E
gzt BIAT e AL, BB A % A A
L4 fy— A3 4 BB AR % B8 47 %4> L4 Linux, %4
JBAE—A> L4 Linux o, W47 REFIBITAE S — Mo BUEAR
BOHEEH AR EBfr iy L4 N, MRPHIITHES —
At L4 2 b, SR R

—250—

32 NEEH

XA B BEVE St A X 3 ik 2 3 A
et M L4 Bt, —/MEFSHEL T —BRBERLE W
HERR) T A B R AR S — A S T . R A SRR T
B, B—MES TSN RRBITEA R MY LEIE, B
T Ak 2 TR A B A T AL o AR T S S ik e S
S TAR A0 A AR, X TORERI N T R R A4k B AR,
AT DAL AR B AR AS B— AN k2 A, IF X BT A A A
B2 )2, AEX TEBE A% MBS 0 T 9 A2 BT, O ELIR)
Ji AT B BRI S L AR K o BEAM R B 2B 2 L4 72 I8N 77
o BRI 5% 2 B %0H 2 MapDB 2 Z A3 0 R A
A—AWFE. HT MapDB H{R17 7 N 4753 Bo AL ST A9 )2
RRF, MR RN E 5 — % Lo Bk
RHEBEAAFEBRWGTE, NERBKZHIBITERN N
# L, 5 ) MapDB ZUAE DL .

L Lk, HBEI MM L2 Cachey SH% 2 HE
BRI R, AR RAR—EF SN RBETEARR
F LI IE ] — ik %X WA MapDB BBt XA ATV
AT, REDRGHRTRAMREE.

BEA T AR T B R B, IF B A R AR
RGN Z W36 MapDB, B I 35 ZA -1 R S5 A% A B
P 3 1k 2 TR — T A o X T P A k2 ] e SR R 4
ZAWE2 A B Y. TN TS, &
5 FH A IR 19y B o
33 RERE

NTERRRE, REBMNLARETEA MR
BE, WARZAERLRRE 2 BB 25 00 A% b, FFIEAT 2 )R Y 5 3T A
L RE A E S . 55, L4 SRR 55 =t S
PG LA CPU, WERSALBAMFEMMER, Wi
WIAT MRS HREMT, XS &HEERMEREDT
AL DB BCR, WA A R R R, R T
RS R, LAGRTHE “HBE7 mpLH, BRZEm L
TR H AT ) STk KB AR, A R R B
RARBER B B OB IR 55 AR AT o B T 2R,
LAEFNA BT RS A ST L, IR
WL REIERS B A CAEMZETT A R, REET
Mm%, HOUMERRER. Wi, mFARBHERN T
BERL, [R5 4 R A S5 A B A 2 P O B AR R B 0

B, ABRHRMRI R, NFHREHHE, RER
NFERERZAGAE, MR- EESE T, &
Gt SRR IR — AR 0 R A I R (R S SR A — AR
AEFRREHE T %, REARN—MEEBE S — M. B
AR R R RPR I G BT LB, R)a1ES —
M EEH ARG W TS WA RE-EE, RERM
J P 26 B o2 PR P 7 i 5 e R B
34 Bifod i

L4 w2 f 9 5¢ H 7 A1 Helping Lock X 2 AL 48 4 LA G
P25 R AR B ER S5 o 5% i BT JL BB B OOR B 24 i ALk PR A 00 FY
Hilr, i Helping Lock J& 4 1 P9 ) 22 12 5 Wk I ) - 25 4 A1
B FER MR TRERL, XA SRR T BRI 2 4
R EERS , B E A 4 BRI, R lifl Helping
Lock K IR MR &, HAREIAEAL BEER 0 IR IR 22, 38
BT AT RIS Z MBI 2 -

Intel A4 8 2 R A0 B G PR 06— Al B BRI AL . R 4L



R DAl LOCK#(5 5 83 LOCK 54 Bi SR AT 1 M
A I M, SoAt A BB A% O 0 2k B 1 1) 2 0k F o
HIEQN Intel FTF & F- MV Bk, 84 B0 1 TR AR A A A7
) byte FI word Z25 Y3 E 2 JEFHRAE, QR i R Kk
MINEXE, REBATRERZFE.

XTI F D, A3R A B e sk i B85 W b
Wi 7 s BIRSUR BRI R DI, RS
FHABAEE B RSARE, BERSHBEN. X HRE
HHEEFERIKNFED, RER KM E RS TR
Intel 64 DA J& TA-32 42 g 42 it 4b 3 2% 1/ b W7 AL
(Inter-Processor Interrupts, IPI)o —A4MZ A PLi@ i 1PT i 55 — 4>
B, BAERGR GBS K% P 4 HRE, Eziisd
Wi 1f) B b 4 E R R

BT S5 RE AL, R 240 mailbox (HRF) W 2 45k
TFl 25t 2 — AR B0 5 3 o mailbox 3 2 P9 1 b — B T A A% 0
HIGE B ek, — AR S BE] mailbox HrIEE M 1P
ST 0 oA A% SRR T mailbox P A7 M HE 2wk g A
i, 3% S Py 77 H HEAR T AE BB L2 Cache o, T X Kb 2 #%
Bty IEsE L2 Cache, XF mailbox [ )d B &R JLAME
A PAAESZHL mailbox W, j#id PREFETCHh 54 3k % 77 4k B
A% 0 mailbox X R FIEAN L2 Cache, BEMMRIET
mailbox B 5L 5 ¥ B o
3.5 ZEHEE IPC

BAFARFEMZ B 2 AR 24T 3R 7 # 45 (Inter
Process Communication, IPC, XfF L4 35 H 822 4 F2 a3
15, ARG M E) B, XRRE—-ANSHAN
IPC, B4R L4 JRoRAY IPC BLAI TGk L R — Moy
BRBGERA I IPC HLEI, f ZE M BERED, HEER
B SRR E A, RASEEMIME LI 2 FEOL; BhAhACHE (B
WEDIPC T K AT i) 37 228 A0 A 2 i 15 3 05 SO0 F 2 ) 1PC
ARBREUE; REENELSHN IPC HXF 44 IPC 52
DEABDL, R E R B SURR A IPC L 38 B A H IPC 252
THMEBAELT . Hit, K& REREFRARK IPCHL
Wil, FHEHFAHME IPC,

WE 3 Fiw, WNFE%E IPC, A% RA mailbox i
|k TIPT MHLRIR L. X EERERASFA 2 MEZHHLE
L2 Cache W%, SR ERN ZA%H IPCHEAE. 2 HTH
By TPC HLbI AR B R A AR, 8205 W 3t 7 T B IR 8 14
R R 2SR R 2 B, %
W MRELER i e B R PRt 2 B IPC edp. A
PR MG M A — MR X, &Mz
172 % M IPC 15, o5 R A A H IPC HLi KiES A
R EZMARE SR, SRR RERENTE TSR MEE R
mailbox, i@t IPT @ 4175 BB A5 M Y RBLR R BL I, &
Ja B RE AR EE S A IPC EWE RKIEFEIEN
IPC #I0H %fi .

(4558 248 T)
BH LB
(1] BUA{E, Ba%E. 1EC61131-3 FHES MPLIR 5], #H T
2, 2007, 14(1): 99-101.
[2] Sk¥gIEE, 8 B, BKE. PLC SafRikfh i Te ks A i i ik
PN AR P, 2007, 14(1): 72-73.

Thread 1 Proxy A — [P—H Thread2
local local

IPC — IPC

Cross-
core
structure
)

Kernel A Kernel B

B3 ZHEEKIPCREE

3.6 MARR

MY L4 Z LisATR R AT, R0 RRL FR
FIAUR A A%, FESLA R T RAAR T B, AR
ELHAE T SRR AR PR A R 55 R 5 1 B4 320k B Bt %
HYESR, ATRAA B B OB 2 BT R BB
RN R LR SR ER M2 L, Tl
Y LB iR — AN RS R, STt WO e % L
RIFFERBEMSRST . AKX REE M LR SR
WEA O EMIER, JFEE L% IPC Al mailbox R4
G
4 HRE

ASCRBET —MEET WA L4 NERIE RS
BT 5o %0 RAEFBGRAPEARAS L AP B, 5
5 R 2 BRI FL 5 L2 Cache BHE 5T, SEBLT 50 RALM Y
WRZARIER S, HAFHOLE T RN AR RN RS Y
etk o

SE M

[1] Volp M. Prototypical Design and Implementation of L4-SMP
Micro-kernel Mechanisms[D]. Karlsruhe, Germany: Universitat
Karlsruhe, 2002.

[2] Potts D, Winwood S, Heiser G. Design and Implementation of the L4
Micro-kernel for Alpha Multiprocessors[D]. Sydney, Australia:
University of New South Wales, 2002.

[3] Schneider S. Multiprocessor Support for the Fiasco Micro-kernel[D].
Chemnitz, Germany: Technical University of Chemnitz, 2006.

[4] Intel Corp.. Intel Architecture Software Developer’s Manual[Z].
2005.

51 f7 %, £ M. SBEBEBZHEEBTRED]. HHEILLIRE,
2007, 33(16): 208-210.

(6] £ . AL ARG SR BT S
2006, 23(11): 74-77.

(71 Wk, 5k B W 2. LEERIE RS A EEAR A MR EAL [T].
ML TR, 2008, 34(8): 283-285.

(8] WR4hih, # 3. B RMERSWHEHBAERDI S I
FHEHLIAE, 2007, 33(6): 12-14.

[9] Schierboom E G H. Verification of Fiasco’s IPC Implementation[D].
Nijmegen, Holland: Radboud University, 2007.

G EHER

[3] B/NR, A AR HI SR MAEEE S SEUREF N
HIALIE]. T2 551, 2000, 16(1): 26-30.
[4] 35 2%, 2 = BT AOV ER - XWHETEE S54S£ K
FRELT]. BEEAZE R K240, 2006, 38(6): 754-758.
W B X

—251—



